
  

 

lent storms and winds of life that may 
come their way. 

A Tree Grows Inward: 
 A tree is more than just roots and 
branches, a real sign of strength is in 
the soundness of each branch, the 

system of full and 
healthy leaves, the 
strength of the trunk 
to hold it all togeth-
er, and to remain 
free from decay. As 
parents we want our 
children to be 
strong followers of 
Christ. We want 
them to be sturdy in 
the faith from the 
inside out. This hap-

pens when their belief system is 
nourished on a regular basis, and 
their roots are given the nutrients 
they need to produce a strong infra-
structure of branches and leaves. So, 
it is true also of raising our children: 
They need the opportunity to create 
a support system in the faith commu-
nity, to have faith-filled friends and 
mentors who will nurture them from 
the inside out. 

A Tree Grows Outward: 
 The purpose of a tree is to bear 
its fruit, whatever that fruit may be. It 
is amazing how trees adapt to their 
location and then find a way to pro-
duce . . . be it a pine cone in the 
northwest, or a palm tree in South 
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Florida. A healthy tree in a healthy 
environment produces its fruit. As 
parents we want to help our children 
produce fruit—to discover their spir-
itual gifts and then use them in ser-
vice to the Kingdom whatever their 
environment may be like. 

May we remain in Him, and He in us 
(and our children) to bear much fruit. 

Thank you to Dr. Steve Christopher, 
whose writings form the basis for 
these thoughts. 

 

 

 

 We used to have a large apple 
tree in our back yard. In the Spring, 
the flowers looked and smelled 
wonderful. Through the Summer, it 
provided restful shade. And now as 
we near Fall, red apples would hang 
heavy on the branches. Those were 
not your usual eating ap-
ples. They were baking 
apples, tart and crisp. 
That tree offers a good 
example of Christian life, 
and the faith life of our 
children. Think about 
these things: 

A Tree Grows Upward: 
 The first thing we see 
in the growth of a new 
tree is height. A tree 
growing upward is a good sign. It is 
a sign of health, and just as our chil-
dren need to grow in physical 
height, they also need to grow up-
ward in faith. As parents we would 
like our children to grow to their full 
potential physically and spiritually, 
to be strong in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

A Tree Grows Downward: 
 If a tree doesn’t grow downward 
and develop deep roots, it is vulner-
able to high winds, rains, and can 
easily fall. As parents we need to 
see that our children are rooted in 
the Word of God, anchored in the 
principles of faith so that they can 
grow strong roots of faith as God’s 
people, able to withstand the turbu-

How To Grow a Child 
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The September LWML meeting for Mt. Olive will be 
held on Thursday, September 10, at 1:30 at the 
church. The topic, led by Pastor Possehl, will be tak-
en from the summer Quarterly and entitled 
“Anchored in God’s Word.”  For roll call members 
are asked to bring a get-well card with stamp unat-

tached. The hostess will 
be Sharon Falk. Social 
distancing and the wear-
ing of marks is encour-
aged. Hope to see more of 
you there. 

September LWML Information 

OFFICIAL ACTS 
CONFIRMATION 

AUGUST 12, 2020 
Blake Davis 

Alexis Goche 
Kate Hulscher 

Natali Reu 
 

MARRIAGE 

AUGUST 29, 2020 
Cameron & Mattiah Kemen 

Mt. Olive to Serve The Banquet 
Mt. Olive is scheduled to serve The Banquet on Mon-
day, September 14.  In the past we have prepared a 
lovely dinner for the many guests.  Currently due to 
the Covid pandemic the meal has to be carry out on-
ly.  Because of that and the concerns related to po-
tential spread from those preparing the food, we 
plan to purchase sub sandwiches, yogurt and grano-
la bar.  All of that can easily be picked up without 
concern for contamination. 

Members of Mt. Olive have been very supportive of 
this Evangelism outreach in the past.  We would ask 
for cash donations to help with 
this expense (instead of food 
items) if you would be willing.  
You may place your donation in 
the offering plate designated for 
The Banquet. 

Thank you very much-Evangelism 
Committee 

Volunteers Needed 
The LWML and LLL has had a long history sponsor-
ing the Puppet Place at the SD State Fair.  The Rev. 
Robert Utecht started magic and puppet shows many 
years ago to bring the gospel of Jesus Christ to those 
who attended the fair.  That ministry continues with 
his sons Pastor Andrew and Pastor Peter Utecht now 
doing the shows with their families.  The ladies of 
LWML and youth from congregations across SD have 
assisted by inviting fair attendees to come in to the 
shows and/or handing out tickets for the shows.  Be-
cause of the Covid pandemic many of the ladies are 
in the high risk group and do not plan to assist this 
year.  Pastor Andrew will plan to do the shows each 
day and would very much appreciate any volunteers 
who would be going to the fair to stop at the Puppet 
Place and offer to assist for any amount of time.  If 
you are willing to help, please call Pastor Utecht at 
605-828-2695 or Jan Larson at 605-280-0862 to let 
them know you are coming.   

The State Fair runs from 
Sept 3-7.  If you are unable 
to volunteer, would you 
please Pray for the Puppet 
Place Ministry and the 
Utecht family as they pre-
sent several shows each 
day.  

Youth Education Fall 2020 Update 
Our Fall plans for Sunday School, Midweek, and Con-
firmation are still somewhat up in the air because of 
Covid-19. As it stands right now, we plan to start Sun-
day School October 4th, after we see how the process 
has been going in the public schools. There will be 
no Preschool Sunday School class this Fall. We will 
be discussing Midweek and Confirmation in the next 
few weeks. Parents should watch the mail for details. 
Sunday School families, if you have any questions 
please call Gail Wegner at 520-1252. 

Men’s Club 
Mt. Olive  Men's Bible Study will resume, Wed. Sept. 
2, which is the first Wed. of Sept, at 6:30 A.M.  All 
men of the congregation are invited/encouraged to 
join us for fellowship, goodies and 
above all, the opportunity of read-
ing through and discussing the 
WORD OF GOD. 
We realize that the time is early, 
but allows those of us who need to 
be at work by 8 A.M., to also par-
ticipate. Give it some thought 
guys, we'd love to have you join 
us. 
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     Each family unit at Mt. Olive is assigned to a “Faith and Care” family. These groups give our members the opportunity to put their 
faith into action, and to care for one another. Family assignments and sign up sheets are posted on the bulletin board. 

     SUNDAY SERVICES: Everyone is encouraged to help with the regular tasks of the church on Sunday. These tasks include ushers, 
acolytes, readers, greeters, and also servers during fellowship time. 

     FELLOWSHIP: People have the opportunity to get to know each other better by working together, and planning together. Each 
Faith and Care family should gather early in the month before their turn is up, to organize and schedule.  

     This gathering could be a pot-luck just for that group, or some other event that gives everyone a chance for worthwhile fellowship. 

     CARE: There is a wide variety of people in each group. There are some who will not be able to be directly involved in group activities, 
because of health reasons. Or perhaps they have responsibilities at home or work and are not able to get away. We hope the Faith and 
Care group will be in touch with everyone in the group at least once during the month they serve. If there is a special need that exists, 
perhaps someone in the group can help. 

ELDERS OF THE 
MONTH 

SEPTEMBER 

/\QQ�0R\HU 
	 

.HYLQ�0H\HU 
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ELDERS  Contact Information 

Pastor - 520-3174  

Jerry Riedel - 886-6844  
Brad  Meier- 880-6643  

Lynn  Moyer - 868-9069  
Gene Johnson - 886-7399  
Kevin Meyer - 881-1129  

COMMUNION OPTIONS 
 

Several of our members are 
continuing to stay home from 
face to face worship because 
they are at higher risk for 
Covid-19. If you or someone 
you know has been at home, 
and wants to receive commun-
ion, you may contact Pastor to 
receive communion on an in-
dividual or small group basis.  
Contact Pastor Possehl at 
church 886-5671, or his cell 
520-3174.  


